Proteomic Profiling of Skin Fibroblasts as a Model of Schizophrenia.
Since many aspects of schizophrenia are also manifested at the peripheral level in proliferating cell types, this chapter describes the analysis of skin fibroblasts biopsied from living patients. The method focuses on cell culture and sample preparation for characterization of the model. The resulting cell extracts can be analysed by any number of proteomic techniques for identification of biomarker candidates. This approach could help to elucidate the molecular mechanisms associated with the pathophysiology of schizophrenia and provide a useful model for a new target and drug discovery.